CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA                  JI

There was one order to which all Ethiopians responded
at once ; that of the tillik sau, the great man. He inflicted
often the most terrible punishments : he commanded his
followers to face the most fearful risks : he fed them on the
most astounding amount of bullocks and mead. His word,
his whips, his generosity, the unquestioned objects of his
intrigue were the sole law for them. He entered into
counsel with his equals or with his sub-chiefs, but he
admitted no popular assembly.

The people obeyed him. That was the basis of Ethiopian
defence. As long as their chiefs seemed capable to meet
the aggressor they would follow them.